
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                         DECEMBER 25, 2016 
  
NATIVITY  OF  THE  LORD – CHRISTMAS  DAY 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 41 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, the darkest time of the year has come, and I live 
surrounded by the many and varied lights that are intended to 
lessen the effect of the darkness and help us all cope with the 
internal somberness which the darkness often induces.  I am 
easily seduced by the frivolity of the light in that I fall victim to 
the idea that internal darkness and somberness are to be 
avoided.  To your mind the darkness within is rich and full; to 
your mind the darkness within is life-giving, something to be 
approached in a respectful, serious and sober manner.  I have 
lived for a long time with my mind running from my interior 
darkness by chasing the frivolity of the light.  By doing so, I 
have been deprived of the richness within, a richness which is 
disclosed when I am respectful, serious and sober in attending 
to it.  I would like to experience life with your mind so I can 
enjoy the richness that is hidden in the darkness within me. 

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 
 
 
 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Luke 2:1-20 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 40 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Lord’s Supper 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY      10:00  Worship 
         11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
         11:20  Conversation 
         12:00  Lunch Bunch 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle A for January 1, 2017 
Isaiah 63:7-9, Psalm 148; Hebrews 2:10-18; Matthew 2:13-23. 

 
F.Y.I. 
 We are receiving the Christmas Joy Offering.  This Special 
Offering benefits retired church workers and racial-ethnic schools.  
Checks should be made out to our church, with the memo noting 
the Christmas Joy Offering. 
 You are invited to place Christmas Cards for the congregation 
on the “green tree” on the wall in the coffee room. 
 A letter giving information on stewardship as well as pledge 
cards are on the table in the coffee room. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Richard Egan. 
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Nativity of Jesus Christ/Christmas Day (Luke 2:1-20) 
 The Gospel reading for Christmas Eve and Christmas Day 
morning is Luke 2:1-20.  What this story says can be discovered by 
reading it as an historical narrative, which is how it is written.  
However, what the story means cannot be discovered that way. 
The meaning of this story is not found in the external “historical 
events” it reports; its meaning lies in the way it illumines something 
that happens internally in each of us in the present.  This article is 
an attempt to describe the internal present-day meaning of Luke 
2:1-20 by using contemporary concepts. 

Joseph and Mary go to Bethlehem and in verses 6-7 is written: 
“While they were there the time came for her to deliver her child.  
And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands 
of cloth, and laid him in a manger….”  In verses 11-12, angels 
appear to shepherds and say: “…to you is born this day in the city 
of David, a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  This will be a sign 
for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in 
a manger.” (NRSV) 

Verses 6-7 describe an ordinary birth which took place in 
circumstances that were more impoverished than usual. Verses 11-
12 offer a commentary on the significance of this ordinary birth—
that what has come to life will be our “deliverer” [the meaning of 
the Greek word translated as “Savior”]. If we elaborate the Greek 
in verses 11-12, the thought expressed is—what has been born will 
protect us and keep us safe; it is consecrated to doing this [that is, 
this focus is its purpose or calling], and it has the authority to 
accomplish this work.” 

I find it suggestive that the sign that something this significant 
has occurred is simply an ordinary new-born child. I think this being 
the sign is a statement, that what was born into this child is also 
either a possibility for, or a reality in, every child. The preceding 
narratives in Luke 1 about Mary and the angel were for the purpose 
of making the declaration that this birth was intentional and served 
a particular purpose, a purpose that has to do with God’s intention 
for the human race. In other words, what was born demonstrates 
where the human race is being taken by God. 

 I suggest we think of this birth as the appearance in human 
experience of a Mind that approaches life differently from our 
human mind.  As a statement of faith, I would say it this way: this 
different Mind is the mind of God as that mind appears in human 
life.  It is not the entire mind of God, but the mind of God as God’s 
mind incarnates in human life. What the underlined sentences refer 
to is that this Mind is capable of cognition which is beyond the mind 
we inherited from our society and whoever raised us. That is, this 
Mind is capable of thinking and relating in ways that cannot be 
accounted for by what any human being internalized as they grew 
up. The underlined sentences are not facts, but a belief, the belief 
being that God is leading the entire human community toward 
being able to manifest what this Mind makes possible. 

Our human mind inherently moralizes.  That is, our mind is 
preoccupied with assessing and evaluating; it has a predilection 
toward determining whether what we are is right or wrong, correct 
or incorrect, according to whatever standards we have internalized 
and hold in the moment.  This other, different Mind has none of that 
preoccupation.  It does not moralize; instead, it seeks to take in, 
comprehend, appreciate and manifest what is true. This Mind feels 
everything, thinks about everything, is curious about and seeks to 
understand everything, relates to everything, appreciates 
everything, engages everything and divulges everything.  This Mind 
does not work in the same way as our human moralizing mind; 
however, our minds can be informed by it, can grasp its content, can 
experience its way of seeing and working, can learn from it and use 
its way of thinking and relating to help us have the fullest life 
possible for us. 
 Perhaps this Mind first appeared in human experience in the life 
of Jesus of Nazareth.  Perhaps this Mind had always been available 
and Jesus was someone who had the experience of it in a conscious 
way.  Whichever of these is true, the essential message of the 
Christmas story is that this Mind has come to inhabit our life with 
us, to interact with and influence us, and we are all created with the 
capacity to receive this interaction and influence, and also for the 
purpose of receiving it.  This Mind does not come to us to make us 
like God, but to make us more human. Said differently, this Mind 



does not come to perfect us or help us attain ideals, but to help us 
be more congruent, better connected, to see ourselves more 
truthfully, to assist us in occupying our own life more fully, and to 
experience who we are more accurately. 

The season of Advent describes our noticing thoughts, feelings 
and/or perceptions which, though true of us, are difficult for us to 
assimilate because they do not fit our image of who we are. When 
we are unable to explore these thoughts, feelings and/or 
perceptions and then make use of them, God’s response is to bring 
this Mind to life in us and focus it on these thoughts, feelings 
and/or perceptions. This different Mind appears as the experience 
of relief, the relief of not being judged for what we have come to 
think, feel and/or perceive. As this experience takes root in us, we 
begin to be able to open to what we have been unable to explore, 
to wonder what it would be like if these thoughts, feelings and/or 
perceptions were the object of interest, attention and curiosity 
rather than judgment.  What develops from this is an 
understanding that, in God’s eyes at least, we are accepted, 
appreciated, and enfolded as we now are, regardless of how 
“good” or “bad” we think and feel we are, regardless of how 
judgmental we are of ourselves.  Paradoxically, God accepts us as 
someone who is very self-judging. This does not stop us from being 
self-judging, but it does allow sympathy to form in us for our being 
this way, and creates the possibility for us to become familiar with 
and comprehend our self-judging. This is very different from our 
being moralized on by our human mind which is constantly working 
to make sure whoever we are is correct and proper. 
 Christmas is the time when crèches or nativities are bought out 
and enjoyed.  These portrayals of this birth can help us understand 
what we are describing.  Think of a crèche as a representation of 
an environment that is created inside each of us.  In a crèche, the 
Child is the center of attention, and the attention focused on the 
Child is loving, adoring, encouraging, and supportive.  Imagine you 
have seen something about yourself which you think of as 
illegitimate.  This Mind attends to the illegitimate aspect of your 
life in the same way as the figures in the crèche attend to the Child. 

This Mind goes about the work of developing in each of us the 
internal environment represented by a crèche. 

As we experience this Mind relating to us, we are provided an 
opportunity to see the difference between how our mind relates to 
us and this Mind relates to us.  We grasp, by comparison, how 
moralistic we are toward our own lives; how judgmental and critical 
we are of ourselves.  We become able to see our moralizing in 
action, and watch how it twists the way we relate to ourselves.  In 
contrast, we experience compassion and appreciation from this 
Mind for our being so self-critical.  This Mind helps us see and 
explore what is true for us, especially allowing us to see how 
moralistic we are toward that truth.  Reflecting on these generates 
the option of wondering what our life would be like if we were not 
so moralistic, which allows us to lean in that direction. In this way, 
this Mind protects us, and keeps us safe. That is, this Mind is the 
“deliverer” [Savior] which was promised to the shepherds by the 
angels.  We learn by experience that this Mind has the authority to 
accomplish what it sets out to do because the work it does is 
irrepressible [something we experience at the time of Easter]. 
 This Mind comes as a gift, particularly when we are unable to 
engage what our life has brought us. It appeared in the life of Jesus, 
and is born into us in the present. All people are created to interact 
with it. 

[Jim Robie, A, Christmas Eve/Day, 12-22-16, Luke 2.1-20 
  
 


